Delirium Poeticum : 


OR, THE 


H 1S 7 WP R Y 


Po tical lune L 


REMAR 15 8 


On ſome of the moſt Cs. Pieces 


of POE T RV, which have been publiſhed 
within theſe ten Vears paſt, chiefly Satire; by 
Dr Young, Mr Pop E, The LAUREAT, | 
Meſſieurs FeiLDING, RALPH, and other 
leſs confiderable Writers, 4 


— 


Great Wits « are fare tas Maaneſs near ally a, 
And thin Partitions de their Bounds divide. Dryvex. 


. 


L ON D O N: 


Printed for E. Cunt, at Pop E's Head in Roſe- 
Street, Covent. Garden. 1745. 


[Price Five Shillings.] 


t 


AN 


ACCOUNT, Sc. 


GENTLEMEN, 
TVs) UR Nation has been 
M1 obſcrved by Foreigners 
to abound in Maniac, 
more than any other 
upon the Face of the 
= Earth, to our no ſmall 
Reproach, The great Numbers con- 
fined in the celebrated Hoſpital of Beth- 
lebem, beſides others committed to the 
care of private Practitioners, and Mul- 
titudes 


N 

titudes that are ſuffer'd to run at large, 
and frequent Coffee-Honſes and other 
Places of publick reſort, may perhaps 
have given Occaſion for this Remark. 


Many Reaſons have been aſſigned 
for this odd Phænomenon, as the Cli- 
mate, the Uſe of the Bible in the Yul- 
gar Tongue, and our Cuſtom of Feeding 
on an Animal Diet more than any of 
the Neighbouring Nations. But to me 
theſe Accounts are by no Means Satis- 
factory; therefore I hope it may in ſome 
Meaſure turn to the Emolument of the 


Publick, if I make it a preſent by your 


Hands of ſome Obſervations T have made 
on this Endemial Malady, in a Practiſe 
of near Thirty Years, 


I'x1s J undertake the more readily, 
becauſe I find it has of late increas'd 
ſo much among us, that there is ſcarce a 
Family in the Nation entirely free from it. 
Upon this and other weighty Conſidera- 

5 tions, 


„„ 
tions, I ſhall with all poffible brevity 
give you the ſum of what I have been 


able to collect, upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, 


and cloſeſt attention to theſe miſerable 


Lunaticks. And in doing this, I hope to 


diſcharge the Duty of an honeſt Man, 
and a good Citizen, for I am fully con- 
vinced that we arc all indiſpenſably ob- 
lig d to acquaint the World with every 
new Diicovery we make, which may 
tend to the Cure of any Diſtemper Hu- 
man Nature is liabe to. And that it is 
a high Violation of the Duties of Socie- 
i to keep thoſe Secrets to ourſelves with 
2 Proſpe& of private Advantage, as is 
the Practiſe of too many, Which, when 
dicovered, may be of ſervice to Millions. 
For my part that I may not be ſuſpected of 
any ſuch narrow and mercenary Views, 
| ſhall induſtriouſſy conceal my Name 
and Place of Abode. Not to mention 
that Charity ſhould operate in private. 
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Tis a common but unfortunate Cir. 
cumſtance attending Madmen, that they 
can ſeldom be perſuaded they are ſo. 
I ſhall therefore for the Advantage of 
ſuch as hall in their Jucid intervals per- 
uſe this Treatiſe, begin with a general 
Hiſtory of Madneſs and its Symptoms, as 
I find them deſcribed in the Writings of 
the Ancients, who may perhaps have 
more weight with them than the Mo- 
derns, or Me their Contemporary, though 
T have Studied their Diſtemper with great 
Application, and, I hope, ſome little Suc- 
ceſs. 


AND if they ſhould once be convin- 
ced that they are really Mad, it is to be 
| hoped, that they will apply themſelves 
immediately to you Gentlemen of the 
Faculty in order to be cured of this ter- 
rible Malady. Should this happen, 1 
would adviſe the Apothecaries to buy 
up all the Hellebore that they can lay 

SS IE oe their 


| th 
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| their Hands on, for, be aſſur'd, that Com- 
| modity will grow very dear. 


FIRST then, Ces us fays, In a 
| « Phrenitis there is a continual depra- 
| « vation of the Senſes, or if the Patient 
has ſome little uſe of 'em, his Imagina- 
| + tion is Wild and Extravagant. Some 
are merry, others forrowful and dejec- 
| * ted; ſome only talk idly, others are 
| * boiſterous and rude; ſome make uſe of 
| * Artifice, others of Violence, to bring 
about their Miſchievous Deſigns.” 


*+ THERE is, ſays the ſame Author, 
* another kind of Madneſs, which does 


* 


— rrnnn 


* Phrenitis tum demum eſt, cum continua dementia eſſe 
incipit, aut cum ger, quamois adhuc ſapiat, quaſdam 
vanas Imagines accipit. alij bilares, alij triſtes ſunt. 
— ali intra verba deſipiunt, alij inturgunt, & violen- 
tr quzedam manufaciunt; atque ex his ipus alij nihil nig 
impetu peccant, alij etiam artes adhibent. 

+ Tertium infaniz genus eil — vitam ipſam non im- 
pedlat. — Quidam Imaginibus non Mente fallunt, qua- 
lem infanien. m Ajacem Ay Ore ſtem Poctaram Fabulæ fe- 
tunt: Quidam animo deſipiunt. Celſus Lib, 3. C. 18. 
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Patients. Some of theſe are terrified 


* 


g 


and Oreſtes are repreſented by the 
“ Poets; and ſome have their intellects 
“ weaken'd to a degree of Folly.” 


I cHOOSE to make theſe Quotati- 
ons from CELsvs rather than Hippo- 


CRATES, becauſe Latin is more generally 
underſtood than Greek. 


CotLivs AURFELIANUS gives us 
the different Opinions of PLaTo, EPE Do- 


CL Es, and the Sroſcxs concerning Mad- 


neſs. © * Some kinds, fays he, are caus'd 
by Bacchus, others by Venus, and ſome 
„by Apollo and the Mules.” And again, 


— 
1— 


8 Alium ex Libero fieri Patre; alium ex Amore 
alium ex Muſis Alterum divinum, five immul- 
fam: ejuſque Appollinem inſpiratorem eſſe.—— Amor, ve 
Iracundia, aut Mæſtitudo, vel timor, vel Superſtitio nimia 
Intentio nimia Senſuum & intel lectùs ob cupiditatem 


diſciplinarum, vel quæſtum pecunialem, aut gloriam. Czl. 


Love; 


Aurel. Morb. Chron. Lib. 1. Cap. 5. 


not much endanger the Lives of the 


with groundleſs Apprehenſions, as Ajax 


„ 


CH; 
“Love, Anger, Sorrow, Fear, Superſti- 
tion, are different Cauſes of this unhap- 
« py Effect; as alſo too great a fond- 
« neſs for Money, Glory, or Knowledge.” 
Though I am of Opinion the want of 
a Paſſion for the laſt is more frequent- 
ly tne Caſe. | 


THE fame Writer informs us, that 


| Madneſs is ſometimes contagious, which 


ſome late Obſervations incline me to be- 
lieve. | 


T HESE ſhort Extracts compar'd with 


the Accounts I am going to give of the 


abovemention'd Epidemical Madneſs, can- 


| not fail to convince even the Poſſeſs'd 


themſelves of their deplorable Condition, 
it they are ever ſo happy as to enjoy the 
leaſt glimmerings of Reaſon, and will at- 


tend without Rage and Prejudice. 


I A M now entring upon a very diſ- 
agreeable part of my Undertaking, for it 
B 2 muſt 
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muſt be a mortifying Speculation to a Man 
of common Humanity, to obſerve the va- 

rious Phznomena. of this Proteiform Ma- 
lady, as they appear in different Perſons, 
according as Conſtitution, Education, or 
particular Situations in Lite, determine 
the Fury to break out in this or that pe- 
culiar Shape. 


1 wil begin by giving an Account 
of its ſurpriſing Effects on thoſe in a high 
Sphere of Life, from whence I will trace 
it through all its various Meanders in 


different degrees of Mankind. 


E — — or een IO 


W HE N a Grandee or Miniſter of State 

„ i: ſeized, his Imagination is ſo vitiated u 
that he becomes the moſt whimſical i- MW vc 
conſiſtent Creature upon the face of the MW to 
Earth. He neglects or deſpiſes all rea bu 
Dangers, terrifying himſelf with vain Ap- WW He 
18 prehenſions of Things that can never I at 
3 come to paſs. For Example; *tis not un-: the 
3 tfual ſor him to imagine that the 95 | A 
23 an 
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and Hottentots of the Cape of Good- 
Hope are to join the Spaniards and Che- 
rokee-Indians, and that this Quadruple 
Alliance 1s to fit out a Fleet of five hun- 
dred Sail, which is to have an hundred 
thouſand Land-Forces aboard: Theſe he 
foreſees are to fail to England, with a re- 
ſolution to deſtroy the eſtabliſh'd Reli- 
gion, and ſet up Quakeriſm in its ſtead. 
In order to avert this Calamity, he begs 
the King of Spain, that he would intreat 
| the Great Duke of Iuſcany to permit 
him to ſet up a May-pole in his Do- j-h 
minions. _ 0 


As ſoon as this Favour 1s granted, 
| we mult equip a Fleet, which is to Con- 
| voy ſeveral Regiments to Italy, who are 
| to Dance round about this May-pole ; 
| but they have ſtri& Orders to run their 
Heads againſt it with all their Force, tho? 
| at the Expence of a broken Skull. At 
the fame time they have the ſtrongeſt 
re: Aſſurances of a Cure, if all the Gens d 
Arms, 
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Arms, Dragoons, and Infantry of the 
Kings of France, Spain, ' and Sardinia, 
can perform one, though it ſhould coſt 
forty or fifty Millions. Then if you 
don't make Bonfires, and celebrate 
by all poſſible Demonſtrations of Joy 
this Coup de Maitre of Policy, inconti. 
nently you are a Rogue, a Traytor, a Ja- 
cobite, a Papiſt, a ſturdy Beggar, or a 
Friend and Abetter of the Quakers. Such 
is their inconſiſtence in the violence of 
their Paroxyſms. 


Ar TER ſuch an inſtance of Phrenzy 
as this. it will not be ſurprizing to find 
the Diſtemper break out in very odd 
ſtrains of Policy and extraordinary Max- 
ims of State; for a Specimen of which 
take theſe few political Aphoriſms, which 
they will frequently lay down with 
great Confidence, and defend with that 
Oy. uſual with Madmen. 


T1) 


THe moſt expeditious Way of dif- 
| charging the National Debt, is to ſquan- 
der our Revenues in Preſents to every 
| indigent petty State, that has the Impu- 
| dence to beg Supplies of us: And to 

| keep ten or twelve Thouſand Foreigners 
W in conſtant Pay, who can never poſlibly 
| be of any Service to us. 


| THE only Method of preſerving 
| the Ballance of Europe is to make our 
| moſt inveterate Enemies as powerful as 
ve poſſibly can, and to aggrandize thoſe 
| who have done their utmoſt to break it 
| whenever a fair Opportunity has offer'd, 
and whoſe intereſt it is to do ſo ſtill. 


THE only Way to encourage and 
advance our Trade, is to Compliment 
land aſſiſt a Net of Pirates, at the very 
Time they are making continual Depre- 
ations, and Plundering our Trading 
Veſſels. 


HE 
NOT 
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Nor many Centuries ago, I have 


read, there was a valt Fleet fitted out 


to Chaſtiſe the Inſolence of theſe Rob- 


bers, as was Apprehended; the Com- 


mander had his Commiſſion delivered, 


to him ſeald, which he was enjoin'd not 
to open till he had been at Sea a limit- 
ed Time: It was his Duty to Obey, 
which he accordingly did, but was ſur— 
prized to find his Orders run as follows. 


To the Admiral of the Puiſ- 
ſant Fleet, the moſt politick 


Viſier of the Well, je endeth 
n. 


0 U are to make the beſt of 
your Way to New Spain, where 
you are to find out the moſt unhealthy 


cc 


* and noiſom Place that part of the 


* Worid will afford you; and there 
| « you 


C49 
„you are to lye till ſuch Time as Fa- 
& mine, the Plague, and the Pox have 
made an End of two Thirds of you 
at leaſh Mean time if you ſhould meet 
« with the Pirates, and ſee them take 
« and pillage any of our Merchants Ships, 
„you are to Laugh till you burſt your 


“ Diaphragm, without taking any far- 


ther Notice; and ſo J conſign you over 


to eternal Damnation.” 


TAE Admirals Life had been forfeit- 


ed by Diſobedience ; ſo he endeavoured 


to perform what was enjoin'd him; but 
died of a broken Heart in the Execution. 


T His Madneſs is ſaid to have been 
aggravated to this Degree of Virulence 


by the Male-PraQtice of a Spaniſh Phy- 


lician, whoſe Name I have forgot, ſent 
hither by the King his Maſter, under 
pretence of curing us of a certain kind 
of Maraſmus, attended with a * Boulimia 


As. 


* 


— 


„* 


* An inſatiable Voracity. 


C and 
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and Thirſt, which our Ezglih Grandes 
are very ſubject to. This he pretended 
to relieve by certain magnetical Applica- 
tions to the Palms of the Hands by way 
of Amulet. 


Wr have had many ſuch Practitioners 
ſent us by the Kings of France and Spain 
out of pure Love and Kindneſs to their 
afflicted Neighbours. 


T Have read of one Dr. Gondema:, 
a Spaniard in the Time of K. J--- the 
Firft, who was in great eſteem for his 
Skill and Dexterity at this kind of Ap 
plication, which indeed perform'd a Tem- 
porary Cure, but drove all the Patients 


Mad. 


You, Gentlemen of the Faculty, who 
are perfectly vers'd in the 2 Oe, ot 
Hippocrates, the Archeus of the Chymiſts, 
8 


„ 
and the Modern Exploits of the no leſs 
| intelligent Anima! Spirits, muſt be fen- 
| ſible that the loſs of a little Blood would 
have perform'd a Cure, without the 
fatal Confequences of thefe pernicious 
Amulets, and much better ſecur'd the 
Patients from a relapfe. 


SINCE I have mention'd the Anima! 
Spirits, indulge me in a ſmall digrefſicn, 
that J may congratulate the Faculty upon 
| thoſe elaborate Theories of the Moderns, 
ſounded upon this important diſcovery. 
Theſe great Philoſophers throwing oft 
the Yoke of the Ancients, and not con- 
tenting themſelves with a ſtrict Atten- 
tion to common Senſe, and Things obſerv- 
able by the Vulgar, have furniſh'd us 
with Hypotheſes of great Uſe when 
re talk to Apothecaries, Narfes, and o- 
her good Old Women, who frequently 
ik Queſtions very difficult to be anfwer'd 
tionally without the Aſſiſtance of theſe 
viſble Agents. Now this ſublime Dia- 

C 2 leck 
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lect not only Satisfies their - Curioſity, 
by confounding all manner of Ideas, bu 
has another effect upon the Queriſt to 
our Advantage: For their Opinion of us 
riſes i in Proportion to their Ignorance of 
our Inability to account for the inex- 
plicable Myſteries of Nature. 


Bur to return to my Subject. 


IN the Reign of our moſt Religious and 
Gracious K. C-——- the Second, we had 
an Inundation of French Quacks , Retaler 
of Charms, who were permitted to prac- 
tiſe upon that Monarch, when he us| 
to be in danger of a Maraſmus from 
ſome extraordinary ſpontaneous Evacuz 
tions. Many alſo of theſe Empiric 
were encourag'd during the Reign 0 
his wiſe Succeſſor ; who ruin'd his Con 
ſtitution without performing a Cure, 
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DURING the time of K. . and 
Q. 4---s Adminiſtration they were much 
laid afide, till about the Year ten one 
Dr. 4' Aumont a Frenchman reviv'd the 
Practice. Thoſe who are deſirous to 
know the particular Symptoms of the 
then reigning Madneſs, may conſult the 
conduct of the Engliſi at Utrecht, Cata- 
lonia, and Quebec, 


Ir would be inexcuſable in me, if I 
omitted this Opportunity of celebrating 
the gratitude of Great-Britain, and do- 
ing Juſtice to our own Phyſicians. We 
in return for the Kindneſſes of our Neigh- 
bours have frequently ſent Members of 
our own College, when Madneſs has been 
Epidemical amongſt them, who have 
practis'd generally with good Succeſs. 


Towards the End of the laſt Cen- 
tury, and in the Beginning of the pre- 
fent, our poor Neighbours the French 

were 
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were ſeiz d with an unaccountable Phren- 
zy. They rav'd ſtrangely of a great 


painted Butterfly with an hundred ſtings, 5 
which they called Unerfat Monarchy ; 2 
and were angry at the Dutch, Engliſh, a] 
and Germans, for keeping this Extraor- i 
dinary Inſect from em. | 
TRE would likewiſe rove about in Ml ' 


great Companies to the number of Four- 
ſcore or a Hundred Thouſand in queſt of 
this imaginary Butterfly, throwing down 


their Neighbours Fences, letting out their K 
Cattle, and doing them great Damage. 7 
WxreEN they became very trouble- n 
ſome to the Emperor, and had infected 
Tome of his Subjects with the ſame 0 
Diſtemper, one Doctor Jehn Churchill . 
Was ſent over to Cure them, which he s 


happily perform'd by the following Me- 
thod. ia | 


HAVING 
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HAVING found a great Number of 
them together in Bavaria, he firſt of 
all took away a great Quantity of Blood, 
and then made them ſuddenly take a 
leap into cold Water. This practiſe, 
which is exactly conformable to that of 
the Greeks and Romans, ſucceeded be- 
yond Expettation. 


As for Catharticks there was little 
occafion for them, becauſe the Humours 
had a great tendency to paſs off by Stool 

whenever the Doctor came within a 
League of em: So great is che force of 
eien! 


Ir has been apprehended that the 
French are at preſent in danger of a re- 
| lapſe. If that ſhould happen, we ſhall 
gain have an Opportunity of exerciſing 
our Humanity. I have been told that 
the Preſident of our College has former- 
ly ny ſucceſsfully at an Hoſpital near 
Oudenarde, 


— 
— — — 
* * 
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Oudenarde; and that an Honorary Fel. 


low one Dr. Campbell acquired much Ex- 


perience and Fame by preſcribing to theſe 
French Enthuſiaſts : Therefore {hould 


they unhappily . the Remedy is at 
Hand. 


Bu x to return to our noble Maniacs 
According to an Obſervation of Cots 


AuRELIANUs, Which I before omitted 
with a deſign to mention it here, that 
the reſemblance of the Ancient and Mo- 
dern Madneſs might more plainly appear; 
They ſometimes fancy themſelves * Ora. 


tors, Poets, Tragedians, Comedians, and 
ſometimes believe themſelves inveſted with 


Regal Authority. And, endeavouring to 
act up to theſe imaginary. Characters, ex. 


poſe their — to all the World. 


HEN CE ſome leſs diligent Obſerver 
have taken occaſion to pronounce. them 


—— A c F 3k ja ; 


Me 


— — 


nn . . — 


* vic devine furens alius ſe---- exiſtimavit---- Oratorem, 
alius Tragedum, vel Comadumn, -- mm --—— -alius-- 
mundi fe cenſym tenere. | 


Fools, 
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Fools; not charitably conſidering that ſuch 
wild Actions are owing to a Deprava- 
tion of the intellectual Faculty occaſion'd 
by a Phlogoſis Spirituum Animalium, 
whoſe Procatarctick cauſe is Repletion, as 
will more fully appear hereafter. 


How EVER, though they ſhould hap- 
pen to be in the right, it will not break 
in upon my Theory, but may ſerve to 
reconcile the old Stoical Paradox, which 
alerts that all Fools are Mad. 


I SHOULD not omit one Circum- 
tance which is common to theſe with 
moſt otherLunaticks, vic. that they believe 
themſelves the only fober People in the 
ation. And to ſuch a degree of Extra- 
ſagance do they carry this Whim, that 
hey are perpetually diſtributing Papers 
nd Books about the Kingdom, tending 
0 perſuade the World that their frantick 
uthors and Abetters are juſt, prudent, 
d politick, and that all Mankind be- 

D ſides 


 fides are Villains, Madmen, or Ideots. 
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I SHALL now proceed to the Cure. 


Fro Mm the voraciouſneſs of they 
Appetites, and quickneſs of Digeſtion 
we may eaſily apprehend the Diſtemper 
is owing to a Piethora; for which res. 
fon Evacuations of all kinds are indica- 
ted. Theſe however, muſt be uſed with 
Caution; for though ſome have been 
brought to Reaſon by Operations ot 
this kind directed on purpoſe, and 
others, being reduced to a ſpare 
Diet by the loſs of their Eſtates, Places, 
and Penſions, have accidentally recover, 


yet a far greater number has been driven 
into a contrary and more deſtructive kind 
of Rage by the Regimen aforeſaid too 


ſeverely inſiſted upon. 


W HEN I have diſpatched this kind 
of Madneſs I intend to give ſome Ac. 
count of the other: Mean while it ma 


not be improper to examine into the con: 
dy6 


nd 


aj 
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duct of ſome other Nations both Anci— 


| ent and Modern, who have been afflict- 
| ed with this dreadful Calamity. 


THE Athenians in the cure of this 


kind of Mandneſs prefer'd the juice of the 


Cicuta or Hemlock to Hellebore. They had 


| alſo an Operation which they call'd O//ra- 
| ciſm, which was a particular way of ap- 
| plying the Teſ/acea, which are known 


to be great ſweetners of the Blood, 


THE Romans thought a fright would 


have a good effect upon the Spirits, ag 


had been experienced in Love-maniacs, 
who us'd to leap from a Rock at the 
Promontory of Leucate, and purſuant to 


this opinion, ſometimes caſt the Patient 
| from a precipice call'd the Tarpeian Rock. 
| Subito terrei & expaveſcere in hoc malo 


| prodeſ?, ſays Celſus. 


THE modern Method of Cure is ſome- 
what diflerent from the Ancients. The 
9 Turks 


r ü ˙ nn — ¹ . 2 
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Turks ſeem to think this Madneſs akin to 


[ 

that which is caus'd by the bite of the Tar. l 

autula; and his ſublime Highneſs keeps cer- c 

tain Muſicians conftantly in pay, that they \ 
may be ready to perform upon their In- b 

ſtruments, in caſe any of his Miniſters n 


ſhouid upon a ſudden Emergency have 
occaſion for them. Theſe are call'd Mutes, 
and play upon a ſingle- ſtring'd Inſtrument, f 


which bears ſome reſemblance to the Bri a 
tiſh HuRDY-GUR Dx. Wb 
„ P 


Tr x Munificent Kings pf France have ut 
provided an Hoſpital for the Entertain- be 
ment of their Maniacs, commonly known WW !! 
by the Name of the Baſtile: Nor do we 
want one; though it is not ſo often made 
uſe of as might be wiſh'd : However in 
when it is, our Phyſicians ſeem to think en 
Muſick neceſſary : But we make an Ad- V 
dition to the Oriental fingle-ſtring'd In- int 
ſtrument, and force the Patients to join in be 
Concert with the Performers, who are iW 5 
9 not Mutes: This 18 E with ſo WM or: 
\f much 
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much ſucceſs, that generally after the ſing- 
ing a Pſalm or two, the diſeaſed falls a 
capering and dancing as long as his Breath 
will laſt, and, as ſoon as the Jig 1s over, 
becomes as grave and ſober as if he had 
never been Mad. ; 


I HAVE alſo known bleeding plenti- 
fully in the internal jugular Veins, aſqze 
ad animi deliquinm of ſingular Service; 
but this being a bold piece of practiſe, 
Phyſicians don't care to venture upon it, 
unleſs in extreme neceſſity, for fear of 


being call'd to account for it, though 1 it 
ſhould ſucceed. 


Tins Method was very much in vogue 
in the Reign of K. C--—- the Second, 
and was preſcrib'd to ſeveral who either 
: were not in the leaſt Mad; or if a little 
- W fected, might have been cured by O- 
perations leſs violent. And perhaps this 
5 the Reaſon why the Practiſe has been 
pretty much laid aſide. 


T 


IN 


(3 


[Nx others the ſame Diſtemper appears 
with ſome variation of Symptoms, verg- 
ing towards Melancholy. Theſe arc 
perpetually raving againit the Iniquity of 
the Times, Evil Miniſters, Bribery, Cor- 
ruption, and a thouſand Chimeras whuch 
have no exiſtence but in their depray'd 

Imaginations. 
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So ET IXESõ they will ſhriek out all on 
] a ſudden, and {wear there is an Exciſe- 
i man 1n a corner of the Room, with his 
Breeches down, and will throw a Glak 
i of Wine in your Face, it you don't con- 
i feſs you ſmell an abominable ſtink. At an- 
i other time this imaginary Exciſeman has 
1 a deſign upon their Teeth, their Snuff 
| N boxes, their Eyes, or Tobacco-ſtoppers. 


Ir is very remarkable, that all who are 
affected in this Manner have a particular 
Regard and Veneration for each other, 

and a moſt extravagant Averſion to ever) 
Body 
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Body beſides. When they meet with any 
Stranger, the firſt thing they do is to feel 
his Pulſe, and if they perceive it beats 
like their own, they are immediately 
ſeiz'd with a Sympathetick Pharoxyſm, 
and embracing him, howl, and ſigh, and 


groan, and lament the deſtiny of their 


bleeding Country ; never regarding whes 
ther he is a Biſhip, or a Tinker, a Judge 
or a T----T---man, a Privy-Councellor, 
or a Prize-Fighter. Then will they fit 
down and drink to great exceſs; and no 
ſooner are they elevated to a certain pitch, 
but they draw their Swords, and threa- 


ten with horrid Imprecations to cut off 


every Mans Fars who will not think 
and act as they do, and aſſiſt them in 
redreſſing their imaginary Grievances. 


TISs very fortunate that this Species 
of Madneſs is attended with an uncom- 
mon * Audrophobia, otherwiſe the Con- 


„* ͤ —— 
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. dread of Men. 
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ſequences might be fatal. But ſhould 


they meet with: any Man in his Senſes, 


that alone is reaſon ſufficient for their 
diſpleaſure, which will break out, as ſoon 
as ever his back is turn'd, in Words very 


familiar to them, ſuch as Ideot, Puppy, 
Scoundrel, Betrayer of his Country, and 


many other well-bred Expreſſions of the 


PATRIOTISM is what they above all 
Things afſect: For this Reaſon you will 
ſee Multitudes of them entring Cities 


and Boroughs in Cavalcade, playing ten 
thouſand Monkey- tricks, and throwing a- 
way immenſe ſums to the Populace, while 


their Tradeſmen go unpaid, and their 


Families are ruin'd and ſtarv'd. 


—Aeque enim loculis comitantibus itur, 
——— Pata ſed luditur Arca. 
Ju V. S AT. 1. 
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Tux are paſſionately fond of an En- 
tertainment of their own Invention, which 
they call Hunting the VisieR AZE. This 
odd kind of Diverſion conſiſts in oppoſ- 
ing him 1n every thing he does, not re- 
carding in the Icaſt whether it be right 
or wrong. And if they meet with a Diſ- 
appointment in the Chace, which gene- 
rally happens, they immediately fall into 
Convulſions, ſcreaming, kicking, ſcratch- 
ing, biting, and raving of Liberty, Pro- 
perty, Places, Penſions, the golden Age, 
red and blue Ribbons, ſtanding Armies, 
the Millennium, and a thouſand other 
Inconſiſtencies, without any manner of 
Order or Connexion. Bur chey mult be 
very far gone before they arrive at this 
pitch of Extravagance. 


Wuirsr ſuch are diſturbing the 
peace of Mankind in populous Cities, 
others of a more faturnine Complexion 
retire into the Country, and divert them- 

E ſelves 


Ws, 
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felves with beating and kicking thar 


Servants, Wives, and Children, and knock- 
ing down every old Woman and Rag- 


man that comes in their way : 


Nor do 


their rational Neighbours efcape Perſecu- 


tion, if theſe Lunaticks ever have it in 
their Power to injure them. 


Tig obſerv'd that all the abandon'd 
Rakes, Athsiſts, and Proſtitutes have this 
troubleſome Diſtemper complicated with 
a filthy Diſeaſe which I don't care to 


Name. 


As that ſpecies of Madnels ] firſt de- 
{crib'd, proceeds from a Plethora, this 


has a quite different Cauſe, 7.  Empti- 


neſs, which the diſſeQion of ſeveral who 


have died raving, confirms; in theſe the [ 


Glaudula Pine alis was ſcarce ſo big as 2 
Pins head, the Cerebelluam dry, fhrivel'd, 
and of a leis bulk than uival, and few or 
no traces of Ideas could be obſerv'd in 
the Corpus Calloſ um. 


/ 
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I apprehend this to be akin to that 
which our Judiciaus Country man Dr. Sy- 
denbam informs us is ſometimes the con- 
ſequence of profaſe Evacuations, for | 
myſelf know many Caſes where the Pa- 
tient has run ſtark Mad, upon being re- 
duced to a low diet, by the lots of a 
Place or Penſion, as was before hinted 
at, 


However this hazards the Patients 
Life more than the former, nor is it leſs 
dangerous to others, for they are excced- 
ingly destrous at plotting Miſchief, unleſs 
carefully watcl'd. This is {6 exactiy con. 
formable to what Cxi sus has Obſervw'd that 
can't forbear giving you the pallage 
| in his own Words. * Alij artes adbibent, 
| Jemmangue ſpeciem ſanitatis in captandis 
nalorum operum occaſiunibus præbent, fed 
exity de prebhenduntur. Therefore they 
ae not to be truſted. 


—— 
ha ” „ 
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T HE Methods of Cure which Fave. 


been recommended in the firſt 1 
cics are rather too violent in his; 
Indeed the practiſe of Bleeding R the 


internal Jugulars was ſucceſsfully applied 


to this Diſcaſe about Fifteen, when it 
was very Epidemical, and the Patients 
extremely wild and raging: But ] rather 
blame the Doctors who directed it, for 
I am convinced by a Multitude of caſes 


that the Method of cure by Evacuation; 


is too rough, and that RESTORATIVE: 
ſeldom fail of ſucceſs. I do not however 
much diſapprove dry Frictions, which are 


recommended by the uſe AsclLEPIA DTS» 


made of them, who practis'd at Rome 
in the Time of the War with PHYRRHUS, 
heſe ſhould be perform” d with a mo- 
dern Strigil calbd a Cat of Nine-Tails: 
and for want of ſuch an Inſtrument, 1 
have known a Remiſſion procured by a 
ſuccedaneous Cadel or Horſe-whip. 


T H1s 


— „ 


$i 


| Tris Mania has a great tendency to 
| 2 Species of Madneſs formerly ſo epide- 
mical in theie Kingdoms, that few or 
| none eſcaped the Infection. Dr. Swift, 
en eminent „ Acian has given an account 
of it in the Cafe of a certain Nobleman, 
| whoſe Name was Peter; this illuftrious 
| Perſon would have perſuaded his Fami- 
| ly that all manner of Meats and Drinks 
ö were contained in a piece of dry Bread, 
and that every Body would be damn'd 
who did not believe ſo. He would alſo 
curſe and ſwear, and fall into violent 
E ravings, if you did not think ſo too. 
| You will find a particular account of the 
| Symptoms at large in the above-mention- 
| ed Author, to whom I reter you. 


| Fox a great many Centuries the molt 
| Eminent in the Profeſſion could find no 
cure for this unaccountable Malady, til] 
| at laſt one Dr. Harry Tudor (for the Phy— 
| (clans themſelves were alſo infected) be- 


ing 
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ing extravagantly ill of this Phrenz u, 
even ſo far as to write a Book in its 
defence, in time perceiv'd that Nature 
endeavoured to throw off the Diſternper 
by a kind of Criſis, which periodically 
aſſected the Pudenda with an extraordi- 
nary Tumor. 


HEN CE judging the Diſtemper to a- 
riſe from a Deleterium quid in Spiritibus 
Auimalibus deliteſcens, he apply'd himfelt 
to find out a Cure with great Succeſs: 
For making ſome Expertments upon whole 
Societies of theſe Franticks, who had fe- 
tired into Hoſpitals erected in the richeſt 
and moſt beautiful Situations of thc 
Kingdom, by the exuberant Charity ot 
weak Women, departing Miſers, and cx- 
piring Tyrants, and finding theſe periodi— 
cal Tumors in the Padenda, with which 
moſt of them were affected to a violent 
ifegree, had not ſo falutary effects upon 
them, as he had experienced in himſelf; 
lie like a wife Phyſician follow'd the ſteps 
of 
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| of Nature, and ſupplied the defect in this 
| Crifts by ſupplemental Evacuations of an- 
| other kind. By this Treatment almoſt 
| the whole Nation was cured. 


| INDEED ſometime after, an ignorant 
| quacking Woman call'd Map Mor. 4 
| had like to have made us all relaple, 
| for her Education being ſuch as by no 
means qualified her for the practice of 
| Phylick, ſhe would often miſtake the caſe, 
and take it into her head that certain Peo- 
ple were Mad, though not one Symp- 
tom of it appear'd, but the contrary. 
| Theſe the would confine without regard 
to Rank, Age, or Sex, and order them 
to be whip'd, and loſe vaſt quantities of 
Blood. She was alio paſſionately fond of 
| the hot Regimen, and would almolt reait 
her Patients by exceſſive Fires. 


| THess Operations kill'd ſome, others 
went Mad in earneſt, and the reſt were 
forced to diſſemble it, for fear of having 
8 their 
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their caſe miſtook. Her Stages were e- 
rected in many parts of this Kingdom, 
and at this day there are the remains of 
one near Buliol College in Oxford, 


H a » not her Death prevented it, tis 
likely ſhe would have been call'd to ac- 
count for Male- practice, as were a Race 
of Phyſicians whoſe Names were S----. 
half a Century aticr ; and indeed we had 
all been driven Mad by one Dr. J=- K. 
ſince deceaſed, had not this Method been 
taken. 


An ov the Year Twelve we were a. 
gain in ſome danger, which has been ſaid 
to be owing to the Ignorance or Vil 
lany of an eminent Apothecary one H. 
S J, conſpiring with a Diatheſis iu. 
fammatoria then reigning. 


THESE Phyſicians were Preſidents of 
a College in Weſtminſter, conſiſting of 
Honorary Fellows, and others that were 

elec, 


» 
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elect, to the number of ſix or ſeven Hun- 
dred. Now theſe Preſidents have ſome- 
times had the Misfortune to be a little 


touch'd, and have ſet up for themſelves, 
without the Aſſiſtance or Advice of their 


Collegues; and upon a Remonſtrance 


from the Members, have flown into 
ſtrange vagaries; raving of an Encroach- 
ment upon their Prerogative, curling and 


| ſwearing, and ſtamping, throwing their 


Hats and Wigs into the Fire, and affirm- 
ing themſelves to be the ſole Arbiters 
of Practice, and that the reſt were only 
Slaves and Apothecaries to make up what 
Medicines they ſhould vouchſafe to direct. 
Such always turn'd out moſt execrable 
Practitioners, and have conſtantly been 
expelbd to prevent Miſchief. 


 NoTHiNG can be more deplorable 
than the above-mention'd Diſtemper 
when it ſeizes on the Revercnd the Clergy. 
For then the Directors of the Faithful, 
the Sources of Knowledge, the Lumina- 


— 
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ries of the World, behave as if poſſeſs'd 
with more Devils than enter'd into the 
Samaritan Herd of Swine. So various 


and extraordinary are its Appearances 
in theſe Holy Men. 


SO M whoſe Intellects are naturally 
weak, affect a ſtrange kind of Gravity and 
Reſerve; and fancying themſelves Ambaſ: 
ſadors, Lords, or Princes, treat with the 
utmoſt Inſolence the Vulgar and unſancti- 
fy'd: So they are pleas'd to think every 
body beſides themſelves, with a Reſerve 
only to ſuch as have the diſpoſal! of any 
confiderable Church Preferment : As the 
Greeks treated the reſt of the World as 
Barbarians; and the Jews were only ci- 
vil to choſe Potentates who aſſiſted em 
in building or beautifying their Temple 
Mean time to ſuch as have it in their 
power to encreaſe their Revenues, are 

they the moſt abject fawning Slaves upon 
the face of the Earth. Theſe are ador'd 


more than the Eaſtern Monarchs, and 
. with 


Fl 
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with a greater Exceſs of Flattery ; as 
may be ſeen in the Reverend Mr. D 
Dedication prefix'd to a Latin Tranfla- 
tion of Caſtiglioni's Corteggians ; where 
the preſent Lord M------ is complimente 

upon his great Abiitties for Wreſtling, and 
kicking Foot-ball ; tho' he is one of rhe 
aſt Men in England, and the moſt un- 
likely to excel at ſuch kind of Exerciſcs, 


M a xv Inſtances of this may al he 
found in the Works of a certain Poetical 
ind Frolickſome Divine, a 


* Polite Apoſtate from God's Grace to wit 


bse himſelf informs us; thereby proſtitut- 
ing his Religion and the Grace he menti- 
ons to a low Witticiſm. This unfortunate 
Gentleman, neglecting the ſeverer ſtudies 
of Divinity, and applying himſelf to the 
Muſes, made himſelf much taken notice 
of for certain Eſſays in Metre upon the 
Love of Fame, and ſome of the moſt exe- 


K 
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crable Sermons that ever were preach!'d 
or printed. 


THE fans Perſon in a fir of Lunacy 
ſome years ago, took a ſtrange averſion 
to SHAKESVEARE; inſomuch that du- 
ring the Operation of ſuch Catharticks as 
1 his Phyſicians thought proper to dire, 
"I he would make uſe of nothing but a leaf 
{hl out of this Dramatick Writer: And this 
Whim he continu'd till he had utterly 
ſpoiPd that celebrated Tragedy, the Moor 
of Venice. "Thoſe who have a mind to be 
acquainted with more particulars of his 
Caſe, may form a juſt Idea of it by per- 
uling the Ocean, and other fulſom pieces 
of Poetry, by the {ame Author, publiſh'd | 
in ſubſequent Paroxyſms. 


By r to return from this Digrefſion.--- 


IF any of their unhallow'd Inferiors, 
as they call em, take the Wall, or ac- 


eidentally tread upon their Toes, the) 
wil 


„ 


curſe em with a ſhew of great ſanctity, 


and affirm they have forfcited all pretence 
to eternal Salvation by ſo — and 
horrid a Sacrilege, 


THEY never omit an opportunity of 
contradicting any one who happens to af- 
firm a Truth in their preſence, tho? never 
ſo plain and intelligible. And to reaſon 
with 'em is doing nothing; for tho? you 
prove your Aſſertion from EUGLID or 
Sir IAA NEWTON, all the effect it has 
is to ſet them a curſing you and all the 
Mathematicians in the World, till they 
are out of Breath, and calling you a ſtu- 
pid Coxcomb, an Atheiſt, and an Ene- 
my to the Church: For they will tell 
you that their Grandmothers and Nurſes 
believ'd the contrary, and therefore tho' 
ARCHIMEDES was to riſe from the dead, 
they would neither be convinc'd by a 
Demonſtration nor a Miracle. 
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Bu r if you once contradi& any of 
theſe, immediately laying aſide all regard 
to the great Duty of Charity, they be. 
come your irreconcileable Enemies, pur- 


ſuing the Offender with Vengeance to his 


utter Deſtruction, if they are able to ac- 
compliſh it. 


— 


SINCE Madneis has been fo Epide- 


mical, this Spirit of Perſecution has been 


of great prejudice to the Intereſts of Re- 
ligion; and has made more Infidels than 


all the ſuperficial Arguments of profe ſod 


Atheiſts and Libertines againſt Chriſtia- 
nity. For whilſt theſe Maniacs extol 
Humility, Meekneſs, Charity, Patience 


zl Humanity; and at the ſame time 


Mankind with open Eyes behold 'em 


Proud, Paſſionate, Cruel and Revengefull; 


weak Minds will naturally conclude that 


their Teachers are not in earneſt, but in 


reality Infidels themſelves ; ſince their 
Practice 12 maniteſtly gives the lye to 
5 „ their 


% 


their Doctrines, and they neglect them- 
ſelves thoſe Duties, which they affirm 
to be the Conditions of Salvation to 
others. 


Bu T the Wiſer ſhould conſider, that 
ſuch Conduct is not owing to Artifice ; 


| but is a Sy17/7 om of the Epidemical Mad- 


neſs I have been deſcribing ; againſt which 
Reaſon is of no more Efficacy, than a- 
gainſt the Paroxyim of an Ague: Or the 
celebrated Apathy of the STo:cxs, againſt 
the Torments of the Gout or Stone. 


I x. others of thee afflicted Fathers the 


Diſtemper is attended with a very odd 
| Circumitance, which may be call'd, not 


inproperly, Cynanthropia, from the Pa- 


tients affection for the company of Dogs. 


Perhaps this may be that fort of Mad- 
neſs which C-=r2vs Aura Nus in— 
forms us was call'd Mania from a Greek 
Word which fgnifies to be alone, 
in regard to the Paſſion theſe Maniacs 
have 
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have for Solitude. Theſe you will {ec 


ranging the Deſarts, and traverſing the 


Fields accompany'd only with Dogs, 
whom they are perpetually talking to 
and treating as Rational Creatures: Tho 
ſometimes they will fall into violent 
Rages, and beat the unfortunate Animal; 
molt unmercifully. 


Or AHERSõ, like DowiTIAN, are paſſion. 
ately fond of playing with Flies; inſo- 


much that if the Seaſon of the Year, orany 


Accident prevents their getting em, yu 


will ſee theſe diſtreſſed Artificers as in- 


tent upon counterfeiting theſe Inſects, a: 


if the Welfare of the Church depended 


upon their Induſtry and Application ts 
this Entertainment. Theſe think, becauk 
the Apoſtles were Fiſhermen, and left their 
Trades to preach the Goſpel, that the) 


are indiſpenſably oblig'd to abandon the 


Trade of preaching, and turn Fiſhermen 
by a whimſical Vice Verſa Rule, which 
they religiouſly adhere to. 


17 
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Ir is an Obſervation of one of the An- 


| tients, that Maniacs learn Aſtronomy 
| without being Taught. Ours indeed are 
no great Aſtronomers; but they have a 
| ſurpriſing Facility at learning Backgam- 
mon, Whisk, All-Fours, and ſuch elegant 
| and uſeful Sciences, as if they were in- 


ſpir d. You ſeldom meet with one who 
5 not an extraordinary Bowler, 1nfo- 


much that they will hazard the Re- 


venue of a whole Week upon the Suc- 


| cels of a ſingle Bowl, 


TRE will alſo frequently be terrify'd 
with Apprehenſions that the King is 
ſending a Regiment of Dragoons to Piſs 
down the Church-porch, and inſinuate 
that the Church itſelf will be next at- 
ack'd. 


ThE have one unaccountable Symp- 
fam m attending, which is, that they fall 


* Aretzus 


G aſleep, 


„ 


aſleep, or become blind immediately up- 
on taking a Latin Book into their Hands, 
They have alſo as great an averſion to 
Greek, but more particularly to Hebrew 
Characters, as thoſe who have been 
bit by a Mad-Dog have to Water. In- 
deed our Maniacs have no reliſh for 
Water; but Fluids of moſt other Kinds 
they are extreamly fond of, and will 
ſxallow down in great Quantities. 


"Tis farther Remarkable that moſt 


of theſe are affected with a Satyriuſs, 
very troubleſome to themſelves and 
Neighbours; which is manifeſtly mor- 
bid, becaule of its violence. 


THE Method of Cure in theſe Caſes 
is a particular kind of rough Sizapiſn 
or Veſication; ſomething like what the 
Vulgar improperly call, /#rifung the 
Gowns over their Ears, But I recom 
mend it to you Gentlemen of the Col. 

| en lege, 


=> 


n 

Cor) 
lege, ſeriouſly to conſider of ſome pro- 
per Specifick, which may be more ef- 


fectual than any hitherto diſcover'd a- 


gainſt ſuch enormous Symptoms. 


[MAKE no doubt but that the in- 
feted will be outragiouſly angry at me 
for attempting their Cure. But trom 
the ſober part of the Clergy I expect 
other Treatment. Let ſuch be aflurd 
that no Man living has a greater Vene- 
ration for them than my ſelf; and that 
one great deſign of my writing this 
Treatiſe was, to weed out of their Or- 
der ſo reproachfull and pernicious a Dil- 
temper. . 


Bur amongſt all the melancholy cf- 
tects of this raging Diſorder, none ap- 
pears more worthy of Attention than 
the Caſe of the tender Sex. For when 
a Lady is ſeiz d, which frequently hap- 
pens about the Age of Fifteen, ſhe im- 
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pretend to determine whether there is 


| ( 52 ) 
mediately fancies herſelf a Nymph, an 
Angel, or a Goddeſs. And throwing of 


all manner of regard to the greateſt Duties 


load of Ribbons, Tinſel, and all manner 
of inſignificant Fopperies, and ſpends lier 
Time in running from one publick place 
to another; and all this to afford and 
vouchſafe an Opportunity of Adoration to 
our Inferiour Sex. 


SOME pretend there is a Furor Uteri- 
aus generally attending, of which theſs 
fallys are only Symptoms: But I can't 


or not, having practis'd very little upon 
this ſort of Maniacs. However thus tar 
is certain, that they uſually lay hold of 
the firſt opportunity that offers of retir- 
ing privately with the moſt worthleſs 
Fellow they can find; and upon thele 
Occaſions they are ſubje& to Fits, which 

make 


(33) 


make em tumble Backwards, and fall 
into ſtrange Convulſions. 


THE have one Singularity peculiar 
to themſelves and Turkeys: For if you 
hang a piece of Scarlet Cloath upon a 
Fellows Shoulders, they will follow 
him with the utmoſt eagerneſs all over 


the World. This however muſt be un- 


derſtood of the Younger fort; for the 
more experienc'd, as I have frequently 
obſerv'd, are fonder of Black; eſpecially 


| if the Furor is very ſtrong upon 'em. 


TH 1s Phrenzy often comes to a Criſis, 


and fixes upon the * Abdomen, which ap- 


pears ſwell'd as in a + Tympanitis. 


But in proceſs of Time this Tumor is 


diſcharg'd by proper Critical Evacuations, 
and the Patient is well for ſome time, 
tho* very ſubject to Relapſes. 


— 


* The lower Belly. + A kind of Dropſy. 
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I e1ND this Diſtemper is not peculi- 
ar to my Fair Country-Women ; but on 
the contrary very Antient, and frequent 
amongſt the Greek and Roman Ladies. 


HomEx tells us of one * Polymele 


a famous Dancer, the Daughter of Phylas, 


who retiring to the top of a Houſe with 
one Hermes a Highwayman and Pick- 
pocket, was ſeiz d with ſuch a Paroxyſm 


as the abovemention'd, and afterwards 
with a Tumor, of which ſhe got cur'd 
in a reaſonable Time. 


JuvENAL informs us that the Ro- 


man Empreſs + Julia was very ſubject to 
theſe Tumors; but being a little impati- 


* 1 $ _ CY 8 F 


— 


* Vid. Hom. II. 16. V. 180. 
+ Cum tot abortivis fœcundam julia vulvam 


Solveret, & patruo ſimiles effunderet offas. 
Juv. Sat. 2. 


ent 
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ent ſhe would never let *em come to ma- 
| turity, but us'd to forward the diſcharge ' 
too precipitately; and for this reaſon re- 
| laps'd fo often, that J am afraid by the 
Circumſtances it muſt be a lng d time be- 
tore ſhe got cur'd. 


TACI1TUS alſo gives us ſome ſecret 
Memoirs of the Empreſs Meſalina; by 
which it appears ſhe was not entirely 
free from a Madneſs very like that I 

have been deſcribing of the modern La- 
dies. Many other celebrated Inſtances 
may be met with in the Writings of 
the Ancients. 


Give me leave to aſſign a probable 
Reaſon, why this Phrenzy takes ſuch 
an extravagant Turn in the Fair Sex. 


THERE are in every corner of this 
populous City certain Phyſicians, Fol- 
lowers of HERO Dñ IC US, who was the 
firſt 


nt 
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firſt that apply'd the G ymuaſtick Art to 
Medicinal Purpoſes. To the Care of 
theſe it is the cuſtom to commit the 
Britiſh Ladies very young, in order to 
be inſtructed in the Art of uſing all the 
Organs Nature has furniſh'd 'em with 
to the greateſt Advantage. This was 
alſo a Roman Cuſtom, as may be col- 
le&ed from Horace, who ſeems to have 
been well acquainted with it., 


Motus doceri gaudet Fonicos 
Matura Virgo, & fingitur artubus 
Jam nunc, & inceſios amores 
De tenero meditatur ungui. 


Mox juniores quærit Adulteros 


7 Inter Mariti Uind--=-== | * 
| Hor. Carm. L. 3. Od. 6, 


Wax effects this may have upon e 
a tender Imagination; and what a Turn e 


it may give to the aboveſaid Diſtemper, 0 
I 


6 


| need not be tedious in explaining to 
you Gentlemen, who are abundantly con- 
verſant in all kinds of Natural and Ex- 
perimental Philoſophy, 


IT may not be amiſs however to ob- 
ſerve that the Gymnaſtict Art takes it 
Denomination from ups, which ſig- 
nines ze; becauſe the ancient Exer- 
caſes were perform'd without any Co- 
vering. But in our Northern Climate 
the Profeſſors indulge their Pupils in the 
uſe of Cloaths, whilſt they are Learning; 
but ſo ſoon as they are arriv'd at any 
degree of Perfection, they are encourag'd 
to Practiſe what they have learn'd naked, 
s far as the Walt at leaſt, as is the man- 
ner of ſome; or in their Shifts only. 


TER is another ſpecies of Mad- 


n Wo with which our young Gentlemen 
n ne greatly afflicted, and which I chuſe 
xr, 0 treat of in this Place, becauſe it makes 
I! HE the 
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the Patient become a Woman in _ 
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Inſtance that Nature will admit of: 

in Dreſs, Converſation, Delicacy, . 
ments, Diverſions, and Taſte. They in- 
duſtriouſly avoid the Society of any thing 
that has the Appearance of a Man, and 
affect the Company of Females only: 
Not with any ſiniſter Deſigns; for I mul 
do 'em the Juſtice to ſay they are in- 
capable of doing any Miſchief. 


Tus explains a paſſage in HE RObo- 
Tus, Which is ſomewhat obſcure, and 
has given his Interpreters a great deal of 
Trouble. That Hiſtorian informs us 


that the Goddeſs Venus ſent amongſt 


the Scythiaus, the Omi rea. in revenge 
tor their having violated her Tempe. 
Theſe words have been variouſly en- 
plain'd : But I am fatisfy'd the Criticks 
are generally miſtaken; for Herodotu 
certainly means that the Goddeſs plagud 


the Scythians with ſuch a Diſtemper a 


Our 


15 


t 
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our modern Beaux are troubled with. 
And this Conjecture is ſupported by a 
Pallage in Hippocrates, who favs, that 
People were remarkable tor their Impo- 
tence. 


k had. 


Lu furthermore greatly Miſtaken if 
1 WI Cofrivs AuRELIANUs does not deſcribe 
ie Caſe I am at preſent treating of, 
in his Chapter * de Mollibas ſive ſul- 
arts, which the curious Reader may 
conſult. | 


As to the Cure of our Fair Mani- 
acs, I know of none that will effectual- 
J guard againſt a Relapſe, though ma- 
iy ways have been try'd. The Spaniards 
have a + Prophylactick Operation, which 
b perform'd by means of a Padlock. But 
the Ladies of Great-Britain have ſuch 


1 


r 


e. 9. L. 4. Morb. Chron. 
＋ Preſervative. | 
H 2 an 
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an Abhorence of this Practice, that 
think it is never likely to prevall among 
US, 


I ENTIRELY diſapprove of the Er: 
orciſm perform'd by the Prieſt, whillt the 
Patient ſtands before him in a White 
Sheer, For "this. generally makes he 
grow worſe. The only Things I {hal 
recommend are Strong Exerciſe and Hard- 
Labour; which may be equally Service 
able to the Ladies and Gentlemen above. 
mention'd, and may with a proper Regi 
men do Wonders. The former will fnd 
their Account in beating Hemp. The 
latter may have an Opportunity of en- 
deavouring at leaſt to ſerve their Coun- 
try in the enſuing War, at the fame 
time that they are purſuing a Cure: 
But if they ſhould decline this, I would 
humbly adviſe that they may be oblig9 
to aſſiſt the Ladies, 


Tat 


$17 


IE laſt ſpecies of Madneſs I ſhall _ 


| take notice of, is more pernicious in its 


Conſequences to others than any I have 
hitherto treated of, and worſe to the Pa- 
tients themſelves ; becauſe of the bad ef- 


fects it has upon their Morality : For theſe 
unfortunate Gentlemen have a ſyſtem of 


Ethicks peculiar to themſelves ; very dif- 
ferent from that of Plato, and all other 
Philoſophers, and directly contrary to that 
of the Holy Scripture in every Article. 


THEY are purpernally raving of Juſ- 
tice, at the ſame time that they are ex- 
ceedingly induſtrious, and indeed dexte- 


rous in perverting it, and turning it into 
the Channels of Injury and Oppreſſion: 


Inſomuch that he is in the moſt eſteem, 
who has, by the greateſt Pains and Ap- 
plication, beſt qualif'd himſelf for the So- 


ciety of Hell. 


TRA 
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Tra T this Aſſertion may appear be- 
yond a poſſibility of Contradiction, 
will give you one of their Maxims by 
Way of Example, which I have choſen 
from amongſt abundance of others tov 
flagitious to be even mention'd. . ?Tis an 
Article of their Faith, that *tis merito- 
rious to aſſiſt a Friend or a Stranger, (for 
*tis equal to them) with all the Artitice 
and Eloquence they are Maſters of, in 
any Controverſy, tho* they ſhould not be 
certain he is in the right; nay, notwith- 
ſtanding they are convinc'd he is entirc- 
ly in the wrong: Nor do they in the 
leaſt regard, that if the Adverfary has 
Juſtice on his ſide, they are committing 
the moſt flagrant piece of Villany Hu- 
man Nature is capable of. This is a ſtrain 
even beyond the Courage of the S5; 
for they only venture their Bodies, with- 
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out enquiring into the Merits of the Cauſe WW. 
they are engag'd in; whereas our Man- 


205 


acs 
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acs brave even Hell itſelf at a much 
greater hazard. 


IT has indeed the Appearance of 


great Complaiſance, that theſe unhappy 


People ſhould riſque ſo much, in order 
to ſerve a Man perfectly indifferent to 
em. But this obliging Temper has far- 
ther Views: For the Conſequences al- 
ways make it plainly appear, that ſuch ex. 


traordinary Kindneſles are intended chieily 


to gain Opportunities of Picking-pockets * 
This is a Diverſion they take great de- 


light in; and at which they are fo dex- 
terous, that by a Sympathetick Magick 
| peculiar to themſelves, they will do it 
| at the diſtance of an hundred Leagues. 


WH Ar I have faid muſt beunderſtood 


| of the ſoberer part: For ſuch as have 
| the Diſtemper to any great degree, will 
| make court to each of the contending 
| Parties, in order to ſerve them both alike, 


THESE 


641 
Tursx and the Spaniſh Madmen of 
the Inquiſition, are by moſt People and 
Nations juſtly efteem'd the Scandal and 
Reproach of Human Nature. But it 


would be a very difficult task to deter- 
mine which of the two are worſt, 


FR O the extream Virulence of this 
Diſeaſe many have thought its ſpecifick 
Cauſe to be the ſame with that of the 
ancient Demoniacs, or poſſeſs'd with 
Devils; ſince nothing leſs could produce 
ſuch horrid Symptoms. And indeed 


there is a great {imilitude between em. 


Tx Accounts the Greek Phyſicians, 
Oribaſias, tins, and Fgineta give us 
of theſe Demoniacs is, that they frequent 
the Tombs, and howl like Wolves: 
(Whence the name of Lucanthropia has 
been given to this Diſorder.) As allo 
that this Diſtemper rages moſt at thc 

latter 
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latter end of January and beginning of 
February ; and again in October and No- 
vember. And in England about the lame 
Times of the Year near Weſiminſ/ter- 
Abby are always found Multitudes of 


* Theſe yelling Monffers that with ceaſ- 
leſs cry, — 


how! ia ſuch a manner that the ſacred 
| Fabrick and adjacent Hall horribly re- 
ſound with the hideous Clamour. 


AND to this Place at the Seaſons afore- 
{ad do abundance of theſe Maniacs reſort 
from all parts of the Kingdom. 


Tre great conformity betwixt this 
modern Diſorder and the ancient Demont- 
aciſm, will no doubt convince ſuperficial 
Obſervers, who have been inclin'd to 


RN "— m 4 * - . " —— 


* Yid. Paradiſe Loſt. Book 2. Ver. 795. — 
1 impute 
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impute this Conduct to a Selhſh and 
Knaviſh Malignity, that the Caſe is real- 
ly Morbid, however it may have ap- 
pear'd to then. And the univerſal Bene- 


volence I have for the whole Race of 


Mankind inclines me to hope, that the 
Depravation or Loſs of their Underſtand- 
ings will make the Curſes of Widows 
and Orphans fall lighter upon them; for 
undoubredly without ſuch an Alleviation 
they would delerve the utmoit that 
could be imprecated againſt em. 


How EVER as this 11410 is very 
Contagious as well as Diabolical, che 
Diſorder'd, who are exceedingly numer- 
ous, demand at leaſt ſome care in this 
World, whatever may be their fate in 
the next. 


THEREFORE ſince 1 don't in the 
leaſt expect to relieve the minuteſt Symp- 
tom of ſo ſtubborn a Diſeaſe by an 

Pre- 


Cr 
Preſcriptions of my own, all I can do is 
to recommend em to Dr. John Ketch, 
who, tho” an Emperick, is the only Man 
Jever yet heard of, that could boaſt of 
the leaſt Succeſs in his Practice upan this 
kind of Maniacs. It ſeems he has a Fa- 
mily-ſecret, which never tails of perform- 
ing a Cure; tho? I have been told it 
throws the Patient into a very dangerous 
Aſthma. However it is the Intereſt both 
of the Diſtemper'd and of the Common- 
wealth, that ſomething ſhould be et- 
tempted at all hazards. | 


OTHER Experiments have been try'd 
upon theſe Maniacs; as Bleeding in the 
Fars, Cataplaſms of Turnip tops, and 
Liniments compos'd of rotten Eggs, com- 
monly call'd Linimenta ex Ove; but all 
to no manner of purpoſe. Even the late 
endeavours of our illuſtrious College to 
promote this deſirable end have hitherto 
been ineffectual. Some very competent 

38 . - - man 
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Judges have not ſcrupled to affirm that 
the Symptoms have been ſo exaſperated 
by theſe honeſt Attempts, that in their 
Opinion the utter extermination of theſe 
Maniacs from the Face of the Earth is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the Repoſe of Man- 
kind. 


THE ill ſucceſs of the College has 
been matter of Aſtoniſhment to all the 
World, that is acquainted with the Hon- 
our, Learning, and Wiſdom of the Mem- 
bers: But it becomes leſs wonderful, 
when *tis conſider'd, that ſeveral have 
been elected Fellows, who are ſtrongly 
ſuſpected of having no ſmall degree of 
Intection ; and therefore are unwilling to 
concur in preſcribing Phyſick, which they 
themſelves would be oblig'd to take, 
Now theſe are too artful to patronize 
their own Madneſs openly, (For Maniacs 
exceed other People in Cunning, as 
ARISTOTLE obſerves,) but abuſing the 
con- 


( 69 ) 
confidence plac'd in *em by their Collegues, 
they have taken care ſo to embarraſs 
the Counſels of their Brethren, when- 
ever this Affair has been under their Con- 


ſideration, that every innovation in Prac- 


tice has aggravated the Diſtemper to ſuch 


a degree, that I really believe one other 
| Amendment would ruin the whole Na- 


tion, unleſs the intereſted Fellows above- 
mention'd are expelld before 'tis attempt- 
ed. 


Ir ſuch a thing ſhould ever happen, I 
apprehend the Compaſſion I have for theſe 


| Maniacs, and ſuch as are miſerably affec- 


ted by their Conduct, would have ample 
matter wherewith to gratify itſelf. For 
then might T hope to ſee one or other of 
the Ketch Family licens'd and hx'd in 
every large Town of Great- Britain, for 
the benefit of ſuch as are moſt Raging; 
and the Hoſpital of Newgate enlarg'd, 


and converted into a Lazar, for the Re- 


ception 
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ception of all that are in a leſs degree 
. inlected. - --- 


THESE Things I recommend to the 
ſerious Conſideration of thoſe whoſe Duty 
it is to watch over the Health of the 
Nation. 


THERE is one Circumftance which 
is common to all ſorts of Madness, i in- 
ſomuch that it ſeems to be its Characte. 


riſtick, or Proprium quarto modo, as the 
Logicians expreſs themſelves. This is a 
violent and unaccountable Averſion which 
the Patients rake to their Phyſician. 
Therefore if any Perfons ſhould be ob- 
ſerv'd to rail againſt and abuſe the Au- 
thor of theſe Sheets, let them be imme- 
diately ſeiz'd and confin'd; for depend 
upon it they are infected with one kind 
or other of thoſe Madneſſes I have been 
treating of: Otherwiſe they have no 


juſt cauſe of Complaint againſt me. If 
they 


[: 
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rhey are in their ſober Senſes, why ſhould 


they liſt voluntarily into any particular 


Claſs of Maniacs? 


As for the Lunaticks themſelves, I 
have treated 'em with all imaginable 
Tenderneſs; and have not in the leaſt 


| aggravated the Misfortunes of the wretch- 


ed. Therefore let them take Care: For tho? 
I don't much regard what People ſay 
who are not themſelves ; yet 'tis poſ- 
ible T may not always keep my Tem- 
per. And if I am provok'd, I ſhall pub- 
in a Liſt of particular Madmen, in ten 
Volumes in Folio, which I have now 
by me, and will be ready for the Prefs 
ſo ſoon as my Amanuenſis has tranſerib'd 
them. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


TI PurxPOSELY omitted treating at 
large that ſpecies of Madneſs which is 
ausd by AroLLo and the Musts, be- 
auſe I would not interfere with Dr, Alex- 

| ander 
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Pope, who ſeems to have undertaken thoſe 
that are afflicted with it by the Great. 
As they are in very good Hands, I ſhall 
only obſerve that his Nameſake Aexander 
the Son of Phillip, who in every thing 
form' d himſelf upon the Model of Achilles, 
did the Profeſſors of Phyſick the Hon- 
our of Studying their Art, in imitation 
of that Hero. This Monarch was the 
firſt who found out a Cure for this kind 
of Phrenzy, having made a ſucceſsful Ex- F 

periment upon one Cheerilus, who was | 
affected with it to a miſerable Degree: 
And ever ſince, a Box on the Ear, or 
Kick on the Breech has always procur'd 
a Remiſſion at leaſt; and proper Repeti- 
tions of the ſame have ſeldom fail'd of 
performing an entire Cure. 


e 


